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Background 
Economic and social analyses (ESA) have been developed in HELCOM under the TAPAS project in 2016 and 

the SPICE project in 2017, co-financed by the EU. The TAPAS and SPICE projects have conducted regional 

economic and social analyses to support HOLAS II. Analyses of the use of marine waters and cost of 

degradation for the Baltic Sea Region have been included in the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ 

report, and a supplementary report on ESA has also been made available. 

The ESA work has continued in SPICE, with added topics on, for example, the ecosystem services approach, 

regional business as usual (baseline) scenario, and integrating economics with assessments of activities, 

pressures, state and impacts. Some of the results of the SPICE project are proposed to be included in the 

update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report in the summer 2018, and all results contribute generally to the 

development of regional economic and social analyses in the Baltic Sea. 

Guidance to the ESA work is provided by HELCOM Working groups (in particular GEAR), the HOLAS II Core 

Team, the HELCOM ESA network and through expertise from Contracting Parties in HELCOM ESA workshops.  

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to  

 provide comments and views on the proposed additional topics to be included in the updated HOLAS 

II report. 

 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/tapas
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/spice
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Updates to the economic and social analyses 
In general, the structure and the methodology in the economic and social analyses (ESA) is suggested to 

remain the same in the 2018 update of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, meaning that the use of marine 

waters analysis (Chapter 3) will rely on the marine water accounts and ecosystem services approaches, and 

cost of degradation analysis (Chapters 4-5) on the thematic and ecosystem services approaches.  

Few updates have been specifically requested by the Contracting Parties. However, there are some 

anticipated updates that could be included in the updated version of the HOLAS II report based on results 

from the SPICE project, a proposed data call and the expert review of the ESA supplementary report (see doc 

3-2). 

Planned improvements to the updated version of the report 
This refers to comments on Chapter 3 “Human activities and the ecosystem” of the summary report: 

“Investigate possibility to include overview of other economic sectors for instance summaries per key 

indicator (value, employment etc.) to show the relative importance of the different sectors to each country 

and the region as a whole.” (HOD 52-2017, also referred to in current chapter 8 on planned further work) 

Summary information could be presented for the indicators ‘gross value added’ and ‘employment’ for some 

of the included sectors. At present, for both of these indicators, the information is available for sectors: fish 

and shellfish harvesting, finfish aquaculture, and freight and passenger water transport (with some data 

limitations regarding Denmark and Germany). The comparison could potentially be presented together with 

the results on the ecosystem services approach from the SPICE project (see further below). 

Proposed updates 
The proposed updates include the findings of the SPICE project and possible further inputs from a national 

data call to Contracting Parties. 

Updates from the SPICE project 
The following SPICE work packages are of relevance to the update of the HOLAS II report: 

WP3.1 Regional ESA and development of the ESA framework 

 Use of marine waters and cost of degradation analyses (already included in the first version of the 

‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report) 

 Ongoing development of the ecosystem services approach for the use of marine waters analysis 

WP3.2 Development of a regional business as usual scenario to be used as a baseline 

 Ongoing development on methods and principles for a regional business as usual (BAU) scenario for 

economic and social analyses 

Based on WP3.1, economic and social analyses could be supplemented in the updated HOLAS II report with 

information on the ecosystem services approach for the use of marine waters analysis. This would entail 

analysis of how activities are linked to coastal and marine ecosystem services: 1) how activities impact 

ecosystem services, and 2) how activities are dependent on ecosystem services. A possibility would be to 

show a figure summarizing information for the sectors currently covered in the HOLAS II report in terms of 

their linkages to ecosystem services. This could potentially cover the request from HOD52 to present a 

summary overview of the economic sectors per key (economic) indicators, to show the relative importance 

of different sectors in the region as a whole. The information could be included in Chapter 3 “Human activities 

and the ecosystem” of the summary report if found appropriate, with more detailed description of the 

methodology in the ESA supplementary report. 

http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/about-helcom-and-the-assessment/planned-further-work/
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Based on WP3.2, ESA in the HOLAS II report could be updated to include information on methodological 

principles and approaches for developing a regional BAU for economic and social analyses, outlining also the 

benefits of including this aspect in further regional assessments for an increasingly holistic approach. The 

information could be included as a short paragraph/box in Chapter 3 “Human activities and the ecosystem” 

of the summary report, with more detailed description of the methodology and future data needs in the ESA 

supplementary report. This work would benefit from the further involvement of experts on pressure-impact 

relationships, for example, in the form of an interdisciplinary workshop organized in spring 2018. 

Data call 
HELCOM is planning to implement a national data call, with a tentative deadline in March/April 2018, on 

economic and social analyses related to the use of marine waters and cost of degradation. This would entail 

collecting information from the Contracting Parties on what they have done so far and summarizing it. The 

data call would serve the purpose of investigating the possibility to cover additional activities and indicators 

for the use of marine waters analysis in the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report, or additional degradation themes 

and ecosystem services in the cost of degradation analysis. A similar “bottom-up approach” is planned to be 

used in OSPAR for updating the OSPAR Intermediate Assessment in 2018, and the activity could be developed 

based on their work. 

The results of the data call would, as regionally applicable, be used to complement the information obtained 

with the regional economic and social analyses conducted so far on the use of marine waters and cost of 

degradation, and could be included in the update of the HOLAS II report in the relevant chapters (Chapters 

3–5). Data could be presented as indicator-based results in the summary and/or supplementary report. 

Alternatively, metadata (information on types of indicators used etc) could be presented in the 

supplementary report for cases that quantitative comparisons are not possible, for information and support 

long-term alignment.  

Expert comments to the ESA supplementary report 
The HELCOM ESA network has been invited to provide comments and input to the ESA supplementary report 

by 21 November 2017 for the HOLAS II 2018 update. It is possible to make some updates based on the 

received comments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


